Writing Assignment - Critical Analysis Term Paper 2
ASSIGNMENT - Analysis term paper – Stereotypes, Visual Style, Polysemy (ideology) 
Length, format, and audience
You are to write a formal essay that provides specific evidence from your show to support a clear thesis about one of the assigned problems in television criticism. You are writing for an audience of academic television critics who are familiar with all of the readings we have done so far in this course.
Length: Minimum 750 words, not including title page, abstract and references
Format: APA (see general format advice here) 
The only works that should appear in your reference list are the show that you are discussing (for correct format see Other non-print sources, Television Broadcast or Series Episode),  the chapter entitled ‘Guidelines for Television Criticism’ from the book Television Criticism by Victoria O’Donnell, and the relevant chapter from our textbook  “ how to watch television” (see format for Article or Chapter in an Edited Book) if you referred to it. If you would like to see a sample essay in APA format, here it is.  
Instructions
Use ONE of the following types of analysis to take apart an episode of your show: You can analyze representation; or analyze ideology; or analyze polysemy.
Your analysis should be about 500 words long. Use the first paragraph of the essay to engage your reader’s interest in one of the problems or questions below. Show your reader what makes this issue vitally important to understand the show you have chosen to analyze. The rest of your essay should be your answer to this question made as persuasive as possible, including effective use of evidence that should be drawn from dialog, characterization, visual style, or narrative.
Choose whichever ONE of the analysis options below that you want to do
Option 1:  stereotypes . chapter 9 “how to watch television”
Analyze representation: Are there stereotypes? Remember, stereotypes are reductive and usually negative representations of a social group that is somehow dis-empowered. Is race, sexual preference, ethnicity, or nationality presented in a positive or negative light, or is it not a factor at all? Who is represented and who is not? Is anyone represented as the “Other”? Is anyone classified with a loss of individual differences?  Are there any attempts to challenge the stereotypes? 
Option 2: Visual style.  Chapter 4 “how to watch television”
Purpose: To analyze the look of the program and its codes: 
Process: Start by choosing a scene from your show and listing the shots that make up the scene, noting the type of shot (closeup, medium shot, long shot) and movement of the shot (pan, traveling, zoom) and angle of the shot (high or low angle, dutch). Discuss one or more aspects of the mise-en-scene of the scene (costumes, lighting, character movement) and/or editing. Once you have described some of this, write about why these techniques were chosen (To express character feelings? To excite the audience visually? To comment on the society?) and say if you think it was effective. 
More instructions, advice and an example of a good visual style analysis essay are here. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Option 3:  polysemy chapter  39 “how to watch television”
Analyze polysemy: Analyze an episode of your show in which a range of positions is expressed about a social issue. Remember, polysemy means many meanings are possible, depending on where you're coming from. Start by stating what the issue that characters disagree about is (cheating, war, racism, etc.) Then describe the different opinions offered on the issue by each character. Now think about how the audience would react to those opinions. What meanings (polysemy) can different viewers make from the program? What meanings are preferred by the program? In other words, what are the dominant meanings? What meanings can be made in opposition to the dominant meaning? Be sure to explain how the opinions of the characters could mirror or influence the opinions of different social groups making up the audience.  (p. 206)
Your goal is not to be exhaustive or to answer all questions, but rather to arrive at an understanding of what’s most important for the reader to understand about this aspect of your show. You will incorporate the results of this essay into your final assignment. 
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